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Publish Course in Canvas 
A course, course modules, and individual content items must be published before students are able to 
view the content of a course.  

Publish Course 
The course must be published before the students will be able to see the course, even if all the 
modules have been published. 
 Click the Home tab in the Course Navigation Pane. 

 Under Course Status on the right side of the window, click the Publish button. 
 The Published button will turn to green as shown in the illustration above. 
 The message shown in the illustration below will appear. 

Unpublish Course 
 Click the Home tab in the Course Navigation Pane. 
 Click the Unpublish button. 
 The button will change to red as shown in the illustration above. 
 Students will no longer be able to access the course. 
 A course cannot be unpublished if the course contains a graded submission. 

Publish a Module 
Each module must be published before the students will be able to view the content within the 
module. Just publishing the content will not make it available to students. 
 Click the Modules tab in the Course Navigation Pane. 
 Click the Publish button as shown in the illustration below. 

 The Publish button will turn green, indicating that the Module has been published. 

Publish Course Content 
 Click the Publish button in the Course Navigation Pane. 

 The button will turn green when the content item has been published. 

NOTE: It is also possible to Publish content items when creating the content. Once the content has 
been added, click the Save and Publish button at the bottom of the item window. 
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